The Holy Spirit: source of

our anointing

By Jack Heintzel

"Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ.’"       Mark 8:29b
   Sometimes, after we have heard someone speak, we remark that he or she was “anointed” in that presentation. As we prepare for a prayer meeting or teaching session, we pray that God would anoint those who lead the prayer meeting, or lead the worship, or speak a prophecy. What do we mean when we speak of an “anointing”? Let’s go into the Bible to gain a better understanding; the key is in Jesus’ title of “messiah.” This Hebrew word simply meant “anointed.” In Mark 8:29 we see Jesus asking his disciples “Who do people say I am?” After they had answered, he asked the disciples who they say he is. Peter answered that Jesus is the Christ, or the Messiah. Stephen Binz, in God’s Word Today, discusses Jesus’ title of Messiah. 

    Binz notes that the Hebrew word messiah, as used in the Old Testament, referred to one who was ceremonially anointed with oil for a sacred mission. Prophets, priests, and kings were anointed with olive oil for the office in which they served. Because their mission was temporary and failed to fulfill the hopes expressed in Scripture, Israel increasingly anticipated the coming of the Anointed One, the Messiah, who would bring the messianic kingdom. The Hebrew people believed he would be the one who would save them from oppression by other nations who had long dominated Israel.

   The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “the symbolism of anointing with oil also signifies the Holy Spirit, to the point of becoming a synonym for the Holy Spirit.” It goes on to say that anointing is the sacramental sign of Confirmation, and its full force can be grasped only in  relation to the primary anointing accomplished by the Holy Spirit ─ that of Jesus. Jesus is God’s Anointed in a unique way: the humanity the Son assumed was entirely anointed by the Holy Spirit. Then, fully established as “Christ” in his humanity, victorious over death, Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit abundantly on the people of God. This allows God’s people to grow, as stated in Ephesians 4:13, “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Para. 695).

   If we look at Ephesians 4:7 we learn that “to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.” It is Jesus who prepares us for works of service until we attain to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Further, in 1 John 2:20 the Apostle John told his readers that “you have an anointing from the Holy One.” So when we are filled with the Holy Spirit we are given the anointing of God to serve him in building up the Church. What we need to do is to believe that we are people who are empowered by the Holy Spirit, and then to walk in that realization. Also, it is appropriate to pray for other sisters and brothers to walk fully in the anointing they have been given.

      _____________________
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Attitudes from page 3
people sleeping in my living room: Mr. X, and our concerned friend Mr. Y.

Y thought X was a “born-again, spirit-filled Christian,” but we were soon wondering. Bad manners, selfish attitudes, skewed priorities, defensive language ─ he certainly wasn’t “our kind of people.” And God wanted us to take this man in? Yes, He did! During a rocky acquaintance over several months, we learned that X had “made a decision for Christ” during a recent stint in jail. These post-jail “re-entry” problems we were witnessing were his first baby-steps toward learning the life of faith, and we, along with Y, seemed to be the only “gospel” he was “reading.”

   As I prayed for the mind of Christ about all this, Scriptures kept coming before me: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Without the blood of Jesus, I am just as unworthy as X in God’s sight.

   “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow” (Matthew 5:42). Nowhere does it say give only the worthy, or even only to the needy. “Ask” is the only condition.

   Mother Teresa went out just to love.

   There it was, the reason God had sent this person to us ─ my own unsurrendered flesh, my own limited, conditional response to the boundless, unconditional love that sent us Jesus.

     ______________________
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